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Bluffs. The room rate was $130, except it was full, he couldn' t
get i n . He s t ayed a t t he R e d L i o n I n n f or $5 0. Now t h e l as t
t ime I c h e c ked , b o t h s t at e s h av e a l od g i n g t a x . Wi n one f or
Iowa, lose o ne for Neb raska. I know there is people on the
f l oo r o f t h e L e g i s l a t u r e t a l k i ng a bo ut a sa l e s t a x o n f o o d .
I ' ve a l ways s uppor te d t h a t co n c e pt , b u t I won de r h o w many peopl e
from Omaha are going to drive to Council Bluffs to buy their
groceries if there is a seven percent sales tax on food in the
s tat e o f Neb r a s ka ? I ' m n o t p r e d i c t i ng t h a t t ha t ' s g o i ng t o
pass, by the way. I also understand that gasoline has p robably
got two cents tax less on it in Iowa than it does in Nebraska.
So when they' re over there, they' re probably filling up with gas
a nd sa v i n g a p e n n y o r t wo p e r g a l l on o n g a so l i ne . An d wh i l e
o ver t her e , t hey ' r e p r o b abl y e a t i n g a t o n e o f t he bu f f e t s o v e r
t here o r on e o f t he f an c y r e s t au r a n t s . An d l a s t t i me I c he c k ed ,
there was a sales tax on meals that's bought So you see , it
just starts ballooning. I think the Omaha Lancers have built a
f aci l i t y ov e r t he re t o p l ay t he i r hoc k e y g ames . So t her e i s
more entertainment dollars going across the river. And somebody
said something about a bridge going across the river. Now I
don' t k n ow i f t he y ' r e g o i n g t o w a l k t o or f r om , o r w h a t ' s goi ng
to happen th ere, but it just all makes the access much easier.
I wish this issue wasn't in front of us but it is, and I thin k
we nee d t o f ace i t squar e l y . And I l i ke t he i dea o f l i mi t ed
destinaticn casinos. I like the idea of the benefits of having
them at our horse racing facilities, and we can fight that
amendment on Select File or down the road, whatever the case may
b e. I don ' t wa n t s l ot m a c h i ne s i n m y h ome t own and I do n ' t w a n t
them where it's convenient for people to go cash their paychecks
and lose their money. I frequent...let's put it this way, I go
once in a while to the casinos across the river. And I'm a
farmer, I'm a gambler, what can I say. But I like my odds to be
better than...I' ve never bought a lottery ticket in this s tate,
by the way. I' ve never bought a lottery ticket or one of those
scratch-off tickets, but I know people that do. I have a little
problem with any constitutional amendment that e armarks m oney.
I was ar ound whe n the lottery was passed. That was Governor
Nelson's promise to the state of Nebraska, we' ll give you a
lot t e r y . Ha l f t he m o ney g oes fo r edu c a t i o n , ha l f t he mo n ey g oes
for the environment. We have welshed on both of those. And so
my constituents would like to see a little tax relief. Now I
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